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Bullying Prevention Program Launching in Oakland County

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan… All schools deal with the issue of bullying. Oakland Mediation Center is bringing the Olweus Bullying Prevention Program to Oakland County to address the bullying-related issues that students everywhere face each day. This research-based program has been developed for school wide use and has yielded positive results for participating schools throughout the country and around the world.

In their official policy statement regarding the pediatrician’s role in preventing youth violence, The American Academy of Pediatrics acknowledged that bullying should no longer be a burden for students and parents to bear alone.  Following a new movement with other professional medical organizations, they included a section on bullying, recommending that schools adopt the prevention model created by Dan Olweus.

In addition, The U.S. Department of Justice's Office of Community Oriented Policing Services has just published its own report, "Bullying in Schools,” which lists the requirements for an effective strategy to counter bullying in schools. All identified strategies are a part of the Olweus Bullying Prevention Program. 

This program is not a curriculum that students take part in as a short-term workshop.  Rather, it is a joint effort requiring each and every staff member within the school to supervise student interactions and intervene when any bullying occurs.  As part of the program, students will participate in weekly class meetings to study the effects of bullying, discuss their part in preventing the behavior, and learn new techniques that allow them to work together with the adults at school.  Parents will have the opportunity to get involved at designated meetings so that they too, can offer their support and perpetuate the message that students are receiving in school.  

Implementing the Olweus Bullying Prevention Program is a long-term commitment to making schools a safer, more positive place to be. Oakland Mediation Center is launching this program as a commitment to schools and the peaceful resolution of conflict through community mediation and education. Oakland Mediation Center’s Certified Olweus Trainer works with schools to implement the program at little to no cost. Government funding opportunities are available due to the program being named an Effective Program by the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention and a Model Program by the Substance Abuse & Mental Health Services Administration.
For more information about the program, contact Kenzi Bisbing, Youth Services Manager, at kbisbing@mediation-omc.org or 248-338-4280, ext. 216. 

Oakland Mediation Center is a private non-profit organization that has served the community since 1989 by providing mediation services for individuals, businesses, courts, schools and agencies; 40-hour Civil Domestic and Advanced Mediator training; free Internet safety presentations; and bully-proofing, conflict resolution, peer mediation and diversity training in schools. Visit OMC’s web site at www.mediation-omc.org
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